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Jackie’s writing is lyrical and poetic, 
slipping between the past and present, 
a kind of love letter to Africa (which 
she gradually discovers) and to her 
extraordinary adoptive Glaswegian 
parents – Helen and John Kay. It is also 
an exploration of her identity as a Black 
woman, seen not only through her 
experiences of racism as she grew up in 
Scotland but also her discovery of Black 
literature. The memoir is sprinkled 
generously with references to many 
black writers – Audre Lorde, Toni 
Morrison and Wole Soyinka, to mention 
but a few, who influenced her writing 
and her self-discovery. I have long been 
a fan of Jackie’s poetry and wanted to 
use some of it in this adaptation. There 
are a few poems from her collection 
The Adoption Papers which I think best 
captured moments in the play.

Adapting Jackie Kay’s extraordinary 
memoir Red Dust Road has been a real 
labour of love and I hope I have done 
justice to it.

TG
13th June 2019

I was lucky enough to meet with Jackie 
once before embarking on this journey 
and was able to engage directly with 
Jackie Kay – the writer, ask her questions 
and get to know her as a woman.  It was 
not difficult to immediately engage with 
such an honest, human, poignant piece 
of writing. Shot through with Jackie’s 
characteristic warmth and wry humour, 
I wanted to ensure that all these elements 
were dramatized in my adaptation. 
No easy feat! The memoir dips in and 
out of Jackie’s memories, between past 
and present and does not tell the story in 
a linear, chronological structure. It was 
this structure which the director Dawn 
Walton and I decided to follow. 

I grappled with the idea of using a 
narrator which would help an audience 
to follow the story and to savour Jackie’s 
most intimate and philosophical 
moments but in the end felt that this 
would detract from the drama of the 
play. And there is drama! From the 
opening with Jonathan O in Abuja, 
Nigeria – her birth father who she meets 
for the first time only to discover that 
he is a fervent Born-Again Christian 
who tries to convert her, to the Scottish 
songs she sang on holiday with the Kays, 
the communist parties and ceilidhs 
held in their house and of course her 
travels to Nigeria.

Adapting Red Dust Road for  
the stage



National Theatre of Scotland is a Theatre Without Walls. 
We don’t have our own building. Instead, we bring theatre to you. 
From the biggest stages to the smallest community halls, we showcase 
Scottish culture at home and around the world. We have performed in 
airports and tower blocks, submarines and swimming pools, telling 
stories in ways you have never seen before. 

We want to bring the joy of theatre to everyone. Since we were 
founded in 2006, we have produced hundreds of shows and toured 
all over the world. We strive to amplify the voices that need to be 
heard, tell the stories that need to be told and take work to wherever 
audiences are to be found. 

Caroline Newall Acting Artistic Director (Maternity Cover) 

Brenna Hobson Acting Chief Executive / Executive Producer 

Seona Reid DBE Chair

Support National Theatre of Scotland

There is not one fi xed national identity that our work seeks to 

uncover and promote, but rather multiple Scottish identities. 

The support of our individual donors, charitable trusts and corporate 

partners enables the National Theatre of Scotland to continue 

representing and celebrating the diversity of contemporary Scottish 

society. If you'd like to support that work, contact Adam McDougall at 

adam.mcdougall@nationaltheatrescotland.com or call 0141 227 9231.

National Theatre of Scotland is core funded by

COPYRIGHT 2019 NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND. The National 

Theatre of Scotland, a company limited by guarantee and registered 

in Scotland (SC234270), is a registered Scottish charity (SCO33377). 



HOME is Manchester’s centre for international 
contemporary culture. Since opening in 2015, HOME has 
welcomed nearly three million visitors to its two theatres, five 
cinemas, art gallery, book shop and restaurants. HOME works 
with international and UK artists to produce extraordinary 
theatrical experiences, producing an exciting mix of 
thought-provoking drama, dance and festivals, with a strong 
focus on international work, new commissions and talent 
development. Playwright, poet and Red Dust Road author 
Jackie Kay MBE is a HOME patron alongside Danny Boyle, 
actress Suranne Jones, artists Rosa Barba and Phil Collins, 
filmmaker Asif Kapadia, and actress and author  
Meera Syal CBE. 
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